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fyrther reference to Aksinia, tat even so Gregor was
oppressed, "Everybody must have heard, since father
biows," he thought," Who told them ? Who else except
Prokhor has seen us together ? Surely Stepardoesn't know
too ?" He ground his teeth in shame and annoyance with
himself,
He treated Christonia and his other fellow-villagers to
tobacco and talked with them for a few minutes. Just as he
was about to mount his horse he saw Stepan Astakhov
coming up, Stepan approached unhurriedly and exchanged
greetings, but did not give him his hand,
Gregor stared at him anxiously and inquisitively, " Does
he know ?" he wondered, But Stepan's handsome face was
untroubled and even cheerful, and Gregor sighed with relief,